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Sun Dec 21ST     ADVENT IV            LOVE
   8.30 am St Mary’s the Virgin Independent 

Anglican service
   10.30 am CHRISTMAS  LESSONS & CAROLS
   2.00 pm  Hoi Thanh Tin Lanh service 
   4-6  pm English  Conversation Café

Wed. Dec 24th  CHRISTMAS EVE 
7.30 pm St Mary’s Holy Communion Service

Thurs. Dec. 25th CHRISTMAS DAY  
10.30 am St George’s MORNING PRAYER 

Sun Dec. 28th
   8.30 am St Mary’s the Virgin Independent 

Anglican service
   10.30 am MORNING PRAYER – St George’s
   2.00 pm  Hoi Thanh Tin Lanh service 
   4-6  pm English  Conversation Café

Sun. Jan. 4th
   8.30 am St Mary’s the Virgin Independent 

Anglican service
   10.30 am HOLY COMMUNION – St George’s
   2.00 pm  Hoi Thanh Tin Lanh service 
   4-6  pm English  Conversation Café

After the Sunday Jan 4th service we 
will be celebrating The Rev. Canon 
Robert Harrold’s retirement as Dean 
of the Diocese of Central & Eastern 
Canada, the diocese which is now 
being dissolved.  Please join us in 
celebrating ‘Father Bob’ on this 
special occasion with thanks for his 
life of Ministry and 30 years service 
to the Reformed Episcopal Church .

St. George’s is a wonderful church. We share 
our space with many others, we are full of 
interesting people and programs that are 
designed to move the Gospel message forward 
and share it outside of ourselves. We are a 
small church that is endowed  with huge 
blessings, among them the opportunity to jump 
an ocean and the Hindu Kush mountains to 
share God’s love where it lands in the east. Not 
only is it an opportunity but it is a God-given 
privilege.
For so many reasons I love being here with 
you all and I give thanks for each of you. We 
are all a part of the design of one another’s 
lives.
I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a good 
portion of God’s blessings this following year. 
Thank you for being you. - Judy 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

++++++

Sending Christmas greetings to all our St George’s 
family, those who we see each Sunday, those  we see 
for our special events, and those we seldom see as 
they can no longer attend in person.   We remember 
all that you have contributed over the years to make 
this the best little church in Hamilton.   Thank you. 
And :
 To our Bishop Bill and Kim Jenkins 
To our missionaries  Bill & Norma, 
   past missionaries Bea Myers, Roberta Fryer, 
To our RE friends in Cuba, Germany, Croatia,
   Latin America
To those who share our church space – 
 Hoi Thanh Tin Lanh, St Mary’s the Virgin      
Independent Church, Oak Study Centre , Park Group 
AA, The fabulous Hamilton Schola Cantorum
To our friends at Extendicare 
Crossfire & Streetlight Church 

Alison 



Thank you to Rein & Jo-Anne for this wonderful
Edition to our Christmas edition of The Wardens’ Wire. 

Silent Night                                          Origin

“Silent Night” is such an iconic Christmas carol that it is 
hard to imagine that it is not some ancient folk tune that 
wafted out of the mist one wintry night. But the song did 
not spring from some holly- and ivy-lined fairy glade; 
instead, the origin of the peaceful song comes 200 years 
ago during a turbulent time in Europe.

The continent was reeling in the aftermath of the 
Napoleonic Wars. Financial scarcity and insecurity 
abounded, further stoked by fires, floods, and famine. The 
conflict was, at least, finally over. In 1816, Josef Mohr, a 
Catholic priest from Oberndorf bei Salzburg, which had 
just come under Austrian rule, wrote a poem called “Stille 
Nacht" to commemorate the coming of peace. Then, he put 
the poem aside for two years.

He returned to the poem in the winter of 1818, when the 
river Salzbach flooded into Mohr's parish church of Saint 
Nicholas. So that the congregation could have music on 
Christmas Eve, Mohr asked school teacher and church 
organist Franz Xaver Gruber from the neighbouring village 
of Arndorf to set his poem to music to be sung by two 
voices and a guitar. Gruber wrote the arrangement in an 
afternoon.

Because guitar was not an instrument approved by the 
Church, the duo waited until the conclusion of the 
Christmas Eve mass before debuting the song. Mohr sang 
tenor and strummed the guitar while Gruber sang bass, 
with the congregation coming in on the chorus.

The carol might have remained a one-night wonder, but 
when the organ repairman Karl Mauracher arrived, he 
heard the song and took the sheet music home with him to 
Tyrol, an area known for its choirs. The choirs began 
singing the tune, and eventually it was translated and 

spread around Europe. In 1839, it came to North America 
with a family singing group who toured the New World. 
(Think of The Sound of Music but more Dickensian.)

Adapted, and with thanks to The Smithsonian Magazine

Christmas Truce

During World War I, the soldiers on the Western 
Front did not expect to celebrate on the battlefield, 
but even a world war could not destroy the 
Christmas spirit.
On December 7, 1914, Pope Benedict XV 
suggested a temporary hiatus of the war for the 
celebration of Christmas. The warring countries 
refused to create any official cease-fire, but on 
Christmas the soldiers in the trenches declared 
their own unofficial truce.
Starting on Christmas Eve, many German and 
British troops sang Christmas carols to each other 
across the lines, and at certain points the Allied 
soldiers even heard brass bands joining the 
Germans in their joyous singing.
At the first light of dawn on Christmas Day, some 
German soldiers emerged from their trenches and 
approached the Allied lines across No Man’s Land, 
calling out “Merry Christmas” in their enemies’ 
native tongues. At first, the Allied soldiers feared it 
was a trick, but seeing the Germans unarmed, they 
climbed out of their trenches and shook hands with 
the enemy soldiers. The men exchanged presents 
of cigarettes and plum puddings, and sang carols 
and songs, including the iconic “Silent Night.” There 
was even a documented case of soldiers from 
opposing sides playing a good-natured game of 
soccer.
Some soldiers used this short-lived ceasefire for a 
more sombre task: the retrieval of the bodies of 
fellow combatants who had fallen within the no-
man’s land between the lines.
The so-called Christmas Truce of 1914 came only 
five months after the outbreak of war in Europe and 
was one of the last examples of the outdated notion 
of chivalry between enemies in warfare. It was 
never repeated - future attempts at holiday 



ceasefires were quashed by officers’ threats of 
disciplinary action - but it served as heartening 
proof, however brief, that beneath the brutal clash 
of weapons, the soldiers’ essential humanity 
endured.
May the power of kindness, compassion, service, 
and peace become manifest in the days ahead and 
ennoble humanity.
 

This is our favourite version of the carol

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
Alles schläft, einsam wacht
nur das traute hochheilige Paar.
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh.

O nuit de foi! Sainte nuit!
Les bergers sont instruits;
Confiants dans la voix des cieux,
Ils s'en vont adorer leur Dieu;
Et Jésus, en échange
Leur sourit radieux.

Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. Jo-Anne 
and Rein

**********************************

Time to take out that 2026 Calendar  …

Upcoming movie dates:
January 17 – charade
February 14 – the notebook
March 14 – 12 angry men 

Upcoming book club dates:
January 20, February 10, March 17

Shrove Tuesday … PANCAKES  
February 17th   12 noon

If you haven’t got your 2026 Church 
Calendar yet, speak with Father Bob.   
Many thanks to Louise and Alan and Melanie for their 
creativity and time so that the Friendship Circle could 
make living Christmas arrangements this past Monday 
afternoon. There were fourteen of us running around 
making merry.
Canon Bob opened with prayer.
The work table was scattered with cedar boughs, holly, 
white pine, ribbons, bows, red berries, mums and candy 
canes. Louise walked us through how to build a base for 
an arrangement, how to make it circular for a dining 
table and how to add other branches, baubles, bows 
and candy canes so our creations looked as fresh and 
elegant as if they’d been designed by Westdale Florists.
It was great fun and a refreshing change. Thank you to 
Alan for carrying in the boxes of supplies, to Canon Bob 
for being the photographer, to Melanie who created the 
most exquisite of bows with yards of beautiful ribbons 
and to Linda, last but certainly not the least, who played 
the Christmas Carols for us with her usual pizzaz. Arpine 
and Alison provided us with hot cider and Christmas 
treats. Thank you, all of you.
We are better together. - Judy 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Sunday School
Keep your eyes on the Sunday School bulletin board 
which is beside the coat rack in the Parish Hall. Soon we 
will have a Mandarin translation of the verse when Jesus 
reminded the crowd to let the little children come to him. 
It will be beside the verse that is in Yoruba, with thanks 
to Vessel and Uriel, and the verse that is translated into 
Farsi/Dari, with thanks to Ferdaus and Soroush.



St. George's Church  lives in celebration of sharing 
God's loving intentions in a global world order. 

A special thank you to Sabrina for using her 
google translate so that Ming can understand the lesson 
too.    In fact, I think I'll drop a note to the Principal at 
Cootes' Elementary telling her that we have a Sunday 
School program that might suit many of her Mandarin-
speaking students who are in Ming's class..Welcome 
Ming! - Judy

Getting to Know           Lisa Richmond

*How long have you been at St. George's?
I think I started coming in 2021.

*What do you like about St. George's?
St. George's is a loving and welcoming community.

*Do you have a favourite bible verse or passage?
One of the books of the Bible that I find most 
interesting is the Letter to the Hebrews. The author 
discusses how Jesus is the fulfilment of the Old 
Testament.

*Do you have a favourite hymn?
I like "The Complete Psalms of David," a four-album 
set that I discovered on Spotify. 

*Is there one thing you would like to see happening at 
St. George's?
I think St. George's is doing well. 

*What is the most recent book you have read?
I am currently reading The Life of Moses by Gregory 
of Nyssa, and the essays in a book titled Questioning 
Technology with Jacques Ellul. I co-edited this book, 
and now that it's published I am reading-reading it, 
instead of reading-editing it.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Conversation Café meets Sunday evenings in the 
Parish Hall. Please note that we have changed our time 
during the cold, dark months from 4:00-6:00 pm. 
The schedule for the next four weeks looks like this:

Dec. 21:  Games Night (Scrabble, Jenga, Rummicub.)
Dec. 28:  Informal. Sometimes those nights are 

  the most interesting of all.
Jan. 4:     Happy New Year with small treats from 

  various spots on the globe, including 
  James Han’s Korean treats.

Jan. 11:   Boalei Zhang will do a presentation on
                 Chinese medicine. Come join us!                          
                                                                                   Judy
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

History of the Early Church (Winter 2026)

The scope of the course extends from the origins of 
Christianity up to the year 843 CE, a date representing 
the "Triumph of Orthodoxy" in the East and the end of 
the Carolingian revival and Treaty of Verdun in the 
West. Themes include: the geography of Christianity; 
the relation of Christian faith to its cultural settings; the 
relation of Christianity to other religions; the 
development of doctrinal and ethical positions; forms of 
Christian life, worship, and organization.

Time: Wednesday evenings, 7-8 pm.

Enrollment: For the zoom link, email Tom Power at 
thomppower@gmail.com

Even if you have not been part of the class up to now, 
you can still join and learn something about the early 
centuries of Christianity.

Course Schedule 7 Jan.-25 Mar. 2026

7 Jan. Reactions to Imperial Christianity
 I: Monasticism

14 Jan. Reactions to Imperial Christianity 
II:  Schismatic  & Pagan

21 Jan. The Shaping of Christian Doctrine 
1: Augustine

28 Jan. The Shaping of Christian Doctrine 
2: Scripture and Its Interpretation

4 Feb. Life Together:   Benedictine Monasticism
11 Feb. Rise of Islam
18 Feb. NO CLASS



25 Feb. Byzantine Christianity
4 Mar. The Cappadocians
11 Mar. The Expansion of Christianity Inside

 and Outside the Empire
18 Mar. The Carolingians: Papacy and Empire
25 Mar. Course Summation and 

Legacy of the Early Church

Tom 
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